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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): An information providing apparatus comprising: 
a first authontication m e ans for authenticating a first information processing unit; 
a second authentication m e ans for auth e nticating a second information processing 

unit; 

a reception control moanr, for controlling th e r e ception of a transmission m echanism 
configured to receive a request message from a terminal, said request message identifies a 
key server and a key associated with predetermined content; for data for said second 
information proc e ssing unit and a k e y from said first information proc e ssing unit; and 

a controller configured to control whether to request said key from said key server 
based on the request message* so that the key server releases the key for use by the terminal 
when the controller makes the request 

a communication control m e ans for controlling the communication such that a 
transmission r e quest for said key on the basis of said data for id e ntifying said s e cond 
information proc e ssing unit is sent to said second information processing unit and said k e y is 
receiv e d from said second information proc e ssing unit; and 

a transmission control moans for controlling the transmission of said key to said first 
information proc e ssing unit . 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The information providing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said first information processing unit terminal is a portable device and said 
second information proc e ssing unit is a key server . 
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Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The information providing apparatus according to 
claim 1, wherein said data- predetermined content and said key are for use in making contents 
data available to the terminal . 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): An information providing apparatus com prising: 
a first authentication means for authenticating a first information p rocessing unit; 
a second authentication means for authenticating a second info rmation processing 

unit; 

a reception control means for controlling the reception of a transmission request for 
data for said second information processing unit and a key from said first information 
processing unit; 

a communication control means for controlling the com munication such that a 
transmission request for said key on the basis of said data for i dentifying said second 
information processing unit is sent to said second information proc essing unit and said key is 
received from said second information processing unit; and 

a transmission control means for controlling the transmissio n of said key to said first 
information processing uni t Tho information providing apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein 

said information providing apparatus functions as an authentication server having a 
key management program and a license management program. 

Claim 5 (Original): The information providing apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said key management program and said license management program are included in 
a server licensed compliant module. 



4 



Application No. 09/801,802 

Reply to Office Action of September 8, 2004 

Claim 6 (Original): The information providing apparatus according to claim 4, 

wherein said first information processing unit is a personal computer and, if said 

authentication server is unavailable, has a licensed compliant module that executes generally 

the same processing as an ordinary licensed compliant module. 

Claim 7 (Original): The information providing apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said license management program has a server authentication program and a portable 
device authentication program. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): An information providing method comprising the 
steps of: 

authenticating a first information proc e ssing unit; authenticating a second information 
proc e ssing unit; 

controlling the reception of a transmission r e quest for data for id e ntifying said s e cond 
information proc e ssing unit and a k e y from said first information processing unit; 

controlling the communication such that a transmission request for said key on the 
basis of said data for identifying said second information processing unit is sent to said 
second information processing unit and said key is received from said second information 
processing unit; and 

controlling the transmission of said key to said first information processing unit 

receiving a request message from a terminal, said request messag e identifying a key 
server and a key associated with predetermined content; 

controlling whether to request said key from said key server based on said request 
message: and 
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releasing the key from the key server for use by the terminal when the request is made 
in the controlling step . 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): The information providing apparatus according to 
claim 8, wherein said first information processing unit terminal is a portable device and said 
second information proc e ssing unit is a key s e rv e r . 



Claim 10 (Currently Amended): The information providing apparatus according to 
claim 8, wherein said data -predetermined content and said key are for use in making contents 
data available to the terminal . 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): An information providing metho d comprising the 
steps of: 

authenticating a first information processing unit; a uthenticating a second information 
processing unit; 

controlling the reception of a transmission request for data f or identifying said second 
information processing unit and a key from said first i nformation processing unit; 

controlling the communication such that a transmission request for said key on the 
basis of said data for identifying said second information p rocessing unit is sent to said 
second information processing unit and said kev is receiv ed from said second information 
processing unit; and 

controlling the transmission of said kev to said first informa tion processing unitThe 
information providing method according to claim 8 , wherein 
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said information providing apparatus functions as an authentication server having a 
key management program and a license management program. 

Claim 12 (Original): The information providing method according to claim 11, 
wherein said key management program and said license management program are included in 
a server licensed compliant module. 

Claim 13 (Original): The information providing method according to claim 11, 
wherein said first information processing unit is a personal computer and, if said 
authentication server is unavailable, has a licensed compliant module that executes generally 
the same processing as an ordinary licensed compliant module. 

Claim 14 (Original): The information providing method according to claim 11, 
wherein said license management program has a server authentication program and a portable 
device authentication program. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): A program storage medium for_storing a computer- 
readable program that when executed bv a processor implements a method comprising the 
steps of: 

authenticating a first information processing unit; authonticating a second information 
processing unit; 

controlling the rec e ption of a transmission r e quest for data for id e ntifying said s e cond 
information proc e ssing unit and a key from said first information proc e ssing unit; 

controlling the communication such that a transmission requ e st for said key on th e 
basis of said data for identifying said s e cond information processing unit is sent to said 
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s e cond information proc e ssing unit and said k e y is r e c e iv e d from said socond information 

proc e ssing unit; and 

controlling th e transmission of said key to said first information proc e ssing unit 
receiving a request message from a terminal, said request message identifying a key 

server and a key associated with predetermined content; 

controlling whether to request said key from said key server based on said request 

message; and 

releasing the key from the key server for use by the terminal when the request is made 
in the controlling step . 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): An information processing apparatus comprising: 

an auth e ntication means for authenticating a first information providing unit; 

a transmission control means for controlling th e transmission of a transmission 
requ e st to said first information providing unit for data for id e ntifying a second information 
providing unit that provid e s a k e y and said key; and 

a r e c e ption control moans for controlling the reception of said key provid e d and 
transmitted to said first information providing unit from said second information providing 
unit 

a transmission controller configured to control transmission of a transmission request 
to an information providing unit for data, said transmission request identifying a key server 
and a key associated with predetermined contents; 

a reception controller configured to control reception of the key from the key server 
for use by a terminal to access said predetermined contents . 
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Claim 17 (Currently Amended): The information processing apparatus according to 
claim 16, wherein said first information providing unit is the transmission requ est is sent to 
an authentication server. 

Claim 18 (Currently Amended): The information processing apparatus according to 
claim 16, wherein said data and said key are for use in making contents data available for use 
in the terminal . 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): An information processing appa ratus comprising: 

an authentication means for authenticating a first information p roviding unit; 

a transmission control means for controlling the transmission of a transmission 
request to said first information providing unit for data for identi fying a second information 
providing unit that provides a key and said key; and 

a reception control means for controlling the reception of sa id key provided and 
transmitted to said first information providing unit from said sec ond information providing 
unit. Tho information processing apparatus according to claim 16 , wherein 

said first information providing unit functions as an authentication server having a key 
management program and a license management program. 

Claim 20 (Original): The information processing apparatus according to claim 19, 
wherein said key management program and said license management program are included in 
a server licensed compliant module. 

Claim 21 (Original): The information processing apparatus according to claim 20, 
wherein said information processing apparatus is constituted as a personal computer and, if 
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said authentication server is unavailable, has a same licensed compliant module that executes 
generally the same processing as an ordinary licensed compliant module. 

Claim 22 (Original): The information processing apparatus according to claim 20, 
wherein said information processing apparatus is constituted as a portable device and has a 
client licensed compliant module that executes cross-authentication in cooperation with said 
server licensed compliant module of said authentication server. 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): An information processing method comprising the 
steps of: 

authenticating a first information providing unit; controlling the transmission of a 
transmission requ e st to said first information providing unit for data for identifying a s e cond 
information providing unit that provid e s a key and said k e y; and 

controlling the reception of said k e y provided and transmitted to said first information 
providing unit from said s e cond information providing unit 

controlling transmission of a transmission request to an info rmation providing unit for 
data, said transmission request identifying a kev server and a key associated with 
predetermined contents; and 

controlling reception of the kev from the kev server for u se bv a terminal to access 
said predetermined contents . 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended): The information processing method according to 
claim 23, wherein said first information providing unit is an authentication server and said 
-c co nd informnti™ r rnTHftiT1 S „ n it ir. n kny r . orver step of controlling transmission includes 
transmitting the transmission request to an authenti cation server. 
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Claim 25 (Currently Amended): The information processing method according to 
claim 23, wherein said data and said key are for use in making contents data available to the 
terminal . 

Claim 26 (Currently Amended): An information processing method comprising the 
steps of: 

authenticating a first information providing unit: controlling the tr ansmission of a 
transmission request to said first information providing unit for d ata for identifying a second 
information providing unit that provides a key and said key; and 

controlling the reception of said key provided and transmitted to said first information 
providing unit from said second information providing unit T ho information processing 
m e thod according to claim 23 , wherein 

said first information providing unit functions as an authentication server having a key 
management program and a license management program. 

Claim 27 (Original): The information processing method according to claim 26, 
wherein said key management program and said license management program are included in 
a server licensed compliant module. 

Claim 28 (Original): The information processing method according to claim 27, 
wherein said information processing apparatus is constituted as a personal computer and, if 
said authentication server is unavailable, has a same licensed compliant module that executes 
generally the same processing as an ordinary licensed compliant module. 
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Claim 29 (Original): The information processing method according to claim 27, 
wherein said information processing apparatus is constituted as a portable device and has a 
client licensed compliant module that executes cross-authentication in cooperation with said 
server licensed compliant module of said authentication server. 

Claim 30 (Currently Amended): A program storage medium for_storing a computer- 
readable program that when executed by a processor implements a method comprising the 
steps of: 

auth e nticating a first information providing unit; 

controlling th e transmission of a transmission r e qu e st to said first information 
providing unit for data for identifying a second information providing unit that provides a k e y 
and said key; and 

controlling the rec e ption of said key provided and transmitted to said first inform ation 
providing unit from said s e cond information providing unit 

controlling transmission of a transmission request to an information providing unit for 
data, said transmission request identifying a key server and a kev associated with 
predetermined contents; and 

controlling reception of the key from the key server for use by a term inal to access 
said predetermined contents . 



12 



